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Fall is the Best Time for Planting

Reprinted for October

Spring is typically the busy gardening season here in Valley County but you can
benefit greatly by planting in the fall. You can plant anytime that you can stick a
shovel in the ground and get water to the plant from spring to fall, but the best
time for planting perennials, shrubs, and trees is fall for many reasons.

Planting Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees in the fall gives them time to establish
healthy root systems. New perennials, shrubs, and trees planted in the spring
must survive summer heat and stress with very young root systems while still
producing enough nutrients to support months of growth and flowering. By plant-
ing perennials, shrubs and trees in the fall, roots have a chance to grow during
autumn. Autumn is when plants are going into dormancy, thus the newly planted
plants do not have to supply nourishment for new growth. Roots of plants will
continue to grow as long as ground temperatures are 50 degrees or above. This
will give them a good head start on establishing a good root system before
spring growth begins.

Perennials, shrubs, and trees planted in the fall need less water to establish.
All plants need plenty of water while they are being established and growing
strong root systems, however planting in the fall will conserve water without the
heat of summer stressing the plants and transpiration of water through the
leaves is greatly diminished. Plants also demand less water due to slowed pho-
tosynthesis due to shorter days. Evaporation of water from the soil is also
slowed down during the fall due to cooler temperatures.

Perennials and bulbs can be planted together without damaging established
root systems. Instead of digging through the roots of perennials next fall of per-
ennials that were planted in spring, you can plant them together in the fall. This
will save transplant shock on your perennials and you won’t have to guess
where you planted your bulbs the previous fall.

Take advantage of the fall sales on plants, the wonderful fall weather, and the

fabulous fall color that will brighten up your yard and you will save yourself some
work in the spring!
\ Sue Wisbey /



What's Happening?

Fall Clearance Blowout Sale is on Now! 50% off Trees, Shrubs, and Perennials and most
hardgoods. 40% off Basalite Pavers, wall , Flagstone, Boulders and more until we close. Fall
colors are in full. Pumpkins, and Fall Decorating items are here!

Starting October 15th we will be starting the process of buttoning up the nursery for the win-
ter. We will still be open until around the 1st of November but on limited hours. Please call
to make sure that we are there when you are planning on visiting. We should be there from
around 10AM till 3 PM after October 15th.

Some of the items that are 50% off are pictured below. Take advantage of this Super Sale!!!
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Your Monthly Checklist
What should you be doing this month?
This is a checklist of items that may or may not pertain to you or

what you do in your yard or garden. It is meant as a guide to help

you be better prepared for this month and next.

e Ifyou haven’t blown out your sprinklers, do this soon.

e Gather your gardening tools, clean them off, give them a light coating of oil to pre-
vent rusting and store in a dry place for the winter. They will then be ready for
spring.

e Clean up your garden or planting beds. Rake up debris and dispose of.

o Keep up on those weeds, even in the garden. Perennial weeds will continue to grow
slowly even during the winter.

e Mulch any plantings to protect the roots from temperature fluctuations.

e Enjoy the cooler weather and get ready for the coming snow.

e Drain your garden hoses and remove any connectors or Y’s from your faucets.

e Get your snow shovel ready along with getting your ice melt ready.

o Don’t forget to get your Biosol for preventing Vole damage! See Vole article.




Notable Quotes

“A plant out of it’s place is a weed” Sue Wisbey

“So plant your own garden and decorate your own soul instead of waiting for
someone to bring you flowers” Unknown

“I'm not aging, | just need repotting.” Unknown

“There is no spot of ground, however arid, bare, or ugly, that cannot be tamed into
such a state as may give an impression of beauty and delight ” Gertrude Jekyill

“Where flowers bloom so does hope.” Lady Bird Johnson
“Any garden demands as much of its maker as he has to give. But | don not need

to tell you, if you are a gardener, that no other undertaking will give as great a re-
turn for the amount of effort put into it ” Elizabeth Laurence

“What this country needs is dirtier fingernails and cleaner minds.” Will Rogers

Apricot-Tangerine Freezer Jam

Hands-On Time 25 min.
Total Time 55 min

8 apricots, pitted and finely
chopped (3 1/2 cups)

I 1/2 cups sugar

5 Tbsp. instant powdered pectin

3 Tbsp. brandy

2 Tbsp. tangerine juice or orange

Juice

| Tbsp. sliced nuts

I. Inalarge bowl stir together sugar and pectin. Add apricots and juice; stir 3 minutes.

2. Ladle jam into clean half-pint freezer-safe containers, leaving a 1/2 headspace. Seal and
label. Let stand at room temperature 30 minutes. Store in the freezer up to | year or
in the refrigerator up to 3 weeks. Makes 4 half-pints.

3. When serving top with some sliced almonds or walnuts.
Per TBSP. 27 calories, 10 mg sodium, 7 g carb. (nuts not included in calcs.)

Better Homes and Gardens June 2017



Got Voles?
Reprinted for October

Voles are very destructive in Valley County. Voles |
are very similar to a mole in shape and size. They
can be active at night or during the day. They
feast on our yards, bulbs, perennials, shrubs and
trees and even our gardens. | have seen whole tomato plants disappear down
their holes. Voles will typically live in the fields and areas of little traffic during
the summer and will move into our yards under the cover of snow during the
winter causing their havoc. Some will stay in your yards through the season
creating mounds and destroying your plants.

There is hope. We have been testing a number of products to test their effec-
tiveness and have gotten tips from our customers on what works for them.

We have tested Biosol as a vole repellant for 9 years with great success. Biosol
is an organic fertilizer that works extremely well. On a tip from a nursery owner
in Truckee, California which has the same battles with voles that we do, we
tried the Biosol as a vole repellant and it worked.

In almost all of the yards that it was tested on, there was 80% to 100% reduc-
tion in vole damage. In a few yards, there was damage, but the damage was
reduced and the voles did not eat the entire root system of the grass which al-
lowed the grass to recover faster. All in all, there was a definite improvement.
A Master Gardener stated that she had no vole damage to a lawn that she was
trying to protect. Another customer placed Biosol down vole holes in her peren-
nial beds and they vacated the area. She has not seen any since. This is good
news to gardeners that wish to stay away from poisons.

There is also a product that is produced by Bonide called Mole Max that is a
Mole and Gopher Repellant. This product contains Castor Oil which repels the
voles. We have had good reports from customers using this product. Using a
combination of Biosol and this repellant will give the best results. And the best
thing is that both are organic and safe to use.

Trees and shrubs with single stems can be girdled by voles. The best protec-
tion for these plants are vinyl tree guards. They wrap around the trunk and pre-
vent voles from reaching the bark.

Another item that has been successful with some customers is the product that
puts out vibrations. We carry both Solar and Battery operated. They should
only be used when it is not freezing weather.

And then of course, we have the bait that poisons them. This you want to be
careful with so that pets and wildlife can’t get to it. Usually, placing it down the
holes is most effective. We have also used it around the outer perimeter of the
property that adjoins wild areas or fields. We place this down within 24 hours of
a snowfall to prevent animals or birds from getting to it. Snow comes in, covers
it up, and the voles eat it when they reach it traveling onto your yard.

Continued on next page...




Got Voles continued...

A good product to use when planting new bulbs is actually a deer repellant but
it also works for voles. It is a tablet that you plant with the bulb. When the bulb
absorbs the tablet, the bulb becomes bitter. When the vole then bites into the

bulb, they are repelled by the bitter taste.

Cats are also a great vole deterrent. They will catch and kill voles until the
snow covers the ground. Once we have snow on the ground, cats can’t get to
them. | have watched my cats sit on the snow staring down into the snow
knowing that those pests are under there but no way to get to them unless they
surface.

Feel Free to email me any successes or failures that you have experienced try-
ing to combat these pests. We’'ll bring these tips to you in future newsletters.

Sue Wisbey

A Proven Organic Treatment that is Non-Toxic
and Safe

Biosol
100% Organic
e Reduces or eliminates voles by 80%-100% *Proven*
e Safe for children, pets, and wildlife
e Easyto apply using a spreader
e Listen- you are going to fertilize in the spring anyway — Fertilize now and get the
added vole protection and you won’t have to fertilize in the spring.
e  Apply right before the snow flies (and stays).
e One bag covers 2,000 square feet
e Priced at $59.99 per 50 Ib bag
e Save an additional $5.00 with this coupon

$5.00 OFF Coupon $5.00 OFF n
Save $5.00 Each 50 1b Bag of Biosol |

Expires October 15th, 2018 B
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$5.00 OFF Coupon $5.00 OFF g
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Do you have any suggestions, comments, or would like to see a specific article or information in
an upcoming newsletter? Please email your requests or comments to Sue Wisbey.

Email address is alphanursery@hotmail.com.




